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This 2016 Winter edition gives our supporters insights into 
how we help men transform their pain in times of great crisis. 
This image of the bare Cottonwood trees in the mist in the 
New England region of NSW is barren and yet also beautiful. 
The trees remind us that crisis is a season. Life waits within the 
limbs. The waiting is the learning to be, as nature does so well.

Men learn to simply ‘be’ when they can leave the isolation of 
shame, addiction and self-loathing when they discover a place 
where they can connect, be heard and understood. This was my 
story, seven years ago, when I was in great despair, Centre for 
Men offered a safe place to belong, and to heal. 

In the home of the notorious fiend Matthew, Jesus told his 
critics that he was there to invite outsiders (who the insiders 
considered as bad) and not insiders (the ‘good’ people) (Luke 
5:31ff). Richard Rohr wrote that this was the more difficult task 
of Jesus; to convince those who think they are healthy that they 
are in fact sick, for to own our pain is to be honest, vulnerable - 
ultimately included. We thank you for your contribution to our 
work and appreciate your ongoing support - not of Centre for 
Men, but for all the isolated and desperate men who we are yet 
to reach and engage with hope and transforming truth. All 
financial gifts towards our work are 100% tax deductible. 
Details are on the last page of this newsletter.
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Grants help us do more
Early this year we applied for two grants. The first was with 
Suncorp Brighter Futures, through Australia’s leading regional 
bank. The application was to provide subsidised counselling for 
men who are in financial difficulty, and subsidies for men 
wanting to engage in the Men’s Rites of Passage (MROP) but 
cannot afford the full amount. Although the Federal 
Government offers Medicare rebates for psychologists offering 
cognitive behavioural therapy, we have discovered men benefit 
from specialised care tailored to their lives. This grant helps us 
provide care for them in a targeted and effective way. The 
second grant was through Transurban, the owners and 
operators of the major tollways around Australia, to support 
the ongoing work our volunteers are doing at the drug and 
alcohol unit of Royal Brisbane Hospital. Both grants have been 
successful and along with your giving, they have enabled us to 
extend our care to men in crisis. The very positive feedback we 
received from both grants reaffirmed the work we are doing 
and the value of it to society. 

The Way of Council
In April, Richard Fay and fellow board member and MROP 
ritual elder Steve Freeman travelled to the USA to participate 
in the international gathering of the leaders of the Men’s Rites 
of Passage, along with the board of Illuman, the organisation 
vested with the responsibility of stewarding the work that 
Richard Rohr started in the 1990s. Over 40 men gathered in 
the high desert country of Arizona, to engage in the Way of 
Council, an ancient yet profoundly sophisticated way of 
connecting people in dialogue. 

Richard and Steve built deeper connections with the men in 
Illuman (Centre for Men is an international affiliate of Illuman)  
and are exploring ways of bringing training in the Way of 
Council to the men in our community in Australia. We see way 
of council as the framework by which men safely connect with 
other men and share their stories of pain and joy, and as such 
we recognise it as a key component, along with the formation 
groups that our founder Rob Jones is leading, in multiplying 
healthy mens groups around Australia. The Ojai Foundation 
(http://ojaifoundation.org) are the custodians of this work.
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Aravaipa Canyon, Arizona
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The turning of the tide
When we began our work in the mid 2000’s, there was great 
enthusiasm for a new way of seeing and being for men. Three 
years ago, however, our well had run dry. The pool of men, 
mostly from our own evangelical church roots, was not as easy 
to access. Perhaps some leaders were concerned they would 
lose the men from their community, and they were not familiar 
with the contemplative tradition. Fewer and fewer men were 
being reached despite our conviction that we have found an 
ancient wisdom that helps men to do the second half of life in a 
generative way. Australia needs initiated men, men with the 

hearts of novices and wisdom 
of elders. A change of tack was 
required.

We sold our headquarters - so 
your money would go directly 
towards helping men and not 
paying interest on a mortgage. 

We decentralised our work 
from Brisbane and invested in empowering men around 
Australia. There is still much to do here. We sought out men at 
the fringes of their communities - involved in social justice and 
engagement - and with those ‘outside’ the group. Essentially, 
we returned to the wisdom we gained at the start: To live at the 
edge of our belonging system. Richard Rohr writes that when 
you live on the edge of any group, “you are free from its central 
seductions, but also free to hear its core message in very new 
and creative ways” - and that doorkeepers must love both those 
inside and outside the group. This is unlike those outside the 
group who throw stones at it - or those at the centre of it and 
must pledge blind allegiance to it. Neither bring change. 

Encouragingly, the tide has turned over the last three years. In 
2015, we had our largest MROP in many years, and this year we 
are on target to host the largest MROP since we began ten 
years ago. Richard Rohr sends his regards and affirmation of 
reaching this milestone. This is only the beginning. It is our 
dream to reproduce this work in New Zealand, and to see many 
thousands of men engage is the wisdom journey. The long term 
vision remains: to build seven generations of initiated men, in 
order to bring transformation to our communities, society and 

the entire ecosystem.
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Group participation in a ritual at 
the 2016 initiated men’s retreat that 
reinforced truths laid down at 
MROP
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The Ongoing Journey
For the second year in succession, CEO of Centre for Men 
Richard Fay travelled to Victoria (this time with fellow board 
member Max Dickman) to speak at a series of events, including 
the Surrender Conference.  All up, around 200 men attended 
the various events, including a group of mostly indigenous men  
at the conference workshop, with men who still practice rites 
handed down through tens of thousands of years. As with last 
year, we also held a stand promoting the Men’s Rite of Passage. 

There are now several groups meeting in Victoria, with new 
ones forming soon. We are very grateful for the generosity of 
the men and communities in Victoria who supported us.

Here is a link to the Adam Holmes’ editorial from the Bendigo 
Advertiser from Richard’s talk in Bendigo on 22 March 2016: 
http://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/3807787/growing-
old-in-the-age-of-old-fool-donald/

Also, in mid April, Rob Jones led a men’s retreat with the team 
from DirectionsTas in Tasmanian wilderness at Waddamana 
Power Station, the site of Tasmania’s first hydroelectric power 
station. Through the ongoing friendship and support from 
Rob, DirectionsTas are now being invited to take the work of 
healthy male spirituality to USA and NZ, and are seeing a 
growing number of men impacted across Tasmania through the 
power of ritual-based work.

Giving to our work
We invite you to give to our work as we shoulder alongside 
broken men, to bring healing in their lives and communities. 
All gifts are fully tax deductible. 

Account: Centre for Men Public Fund 
BSB: 064 178 
Account number: 10446091
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